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THE BOOK OF MORMON

GOD

In the world today there are ubout two billion people.
They have many different customs and ideas. Some of
them even look different than others. Some are white,
some are black, some are yellow, and some are red. They
all speak different languages and cannot understand each
other. There is confusion in the world and sometimes
there is war and bloodshed among all these people. How-
ever, there is one thing which we all have in common. We
are all the children of God. God is the Father of our
spirits and we must return to him when we die,

ACTS 10:34-35

In the Bible God has told us that He considers all
people the same. He does not respect one nation greater
than another. However this scripture tells us that only"
those who are righteous and live according to the will of
God will receive the help and blessings of God. Let us
read this scripture: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and
said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respector of
persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Acts 10:
84-35). In this example, Peter, one of Christ’s Apostles
discovers that God is concerned about all people, not just
a few of one nation. This is because we are all the
children of God. The Bible is a history of a group
of people who knew God very well. This group of people
are called the Children of Israel. During their history
God came to earth and talked to them many times and
they wrote these events down. Do you think it would be
possible for God to talk to another group of people if they
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were rlghteous‘? Yes! According to the words of the
Bible, God is not a respector of persons, but anyone may
receive his help. Who does God talk to when He comes
to earth? Does he talk to all the people where they can
see Him? No! God has told us that when IHe speaks to
the people on the earth, He will speak to a Prophet and
the Prophet will give the words of God to the people of
the world.

AMOS 3:7:

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth
his secret unto his servants the prophets.”

At one time when the Prophet Moses lived on the
earth (1400 BC) his brother Aaron and his sister Miriam
became dissatisfied with Moses and complained that
Moses was always receiving revelation from God and no
one else was receiving them. In answer to this complaint,
God came to Aaron and Miriam and said, “. . . . Hear now
my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord
will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will
speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not
so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold:
wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my
servant Moses?” (Numbers 12:6-8).

We can all see that it is very important to have com-
munication with God. If we cannot have this communi-
cation, it is impossible for us to know what God wants
us to do. One of the essential things in communication
with God is a Prophet. As we have read, God will do
nothing unless He works through His Prophets.

We can be thankful that we have a Prophet on the
earth today. In our last lesson we learned that God
had chosen a Prophet in these latter days and the work
of God is being led by a Prophet today who is called by
God to this great work.
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JERUSALEM

Jerusalem was the capital city of the Children of
Israel. It was the home of the Tribe of Judah. Christ
lived in this area and organized His Church here. He was
also crucified in Jerusalem. To the Christian world, Jeru-
salem is considered a holy city because of its connection
with the history of the Bible and with Christ.

AMERICA

The American continent was discovered by Columbus
in 1492. Since that time it has been built into a very
great nation and many people live there. However, when
Columbus discovered America, there were people living
there. These people were dark skinned and became known
as Indians. In recent years, scientists have discovered
that there was a great civilization in America about 2000
years ago. Great cities have been found and evidence of
great learning and culture have been “uncovered. From
this we know that at one time a great people lived on the
American continent. We will discover in this lesson that
Christ also visited the people in America about 2000 years
ago and that they understood the laws of God and were
a righteous people. ’

JUDAH

In the history of the Children of Israel, there is one
group of people who have been written about very much.
These people are called the Tribe of Judah. Jacob, who
was a very important man and a Prophet of God, had
12 sons. One of his sons was named Judah. The des-
cendents of Judah are called the Tribe of Judah. Much
of the Old Testament book of the Bible is written about
the Tribe of Judah. They lived in Jerusalem and at one
time were a very mighty nation. However, because of
wickedness, they became slaves and were scattered
throughout the entire world.
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GOD’S WORD TO THE PROPHETS AND TO THE
PEOPLE WAS WRITTEN ON SCROLLS

When God spoke to one of the Prophets of the Child-
ren of Israel, the words which were given were very pre-
cious. They were therefore written down so that they
would not be forgotten. However, the people during this
early time did not have books and pens and pencils as we
have today. When they wrote they used skins of animals
or perhaps some other materials and they wrote on scrolls,
These scrolls were then preserved and the people read
from them. Many of these scrolls have been found today
and their writings are very interesting.

AND THEY WERE TRANSLATED INTO THE BIBLE

When the Children of Israel were destroyed and taken
captive, one of the Prophets began to collect all the writ-
ins about this people that he could find. This he did for
many years. He found letters and books which were
written by the Prophets. He also found histories about
God’s work with this people. These books and histories
which were written on scrolls were later translated into
many languages. They are known as the Qld Testament
and are part of the Bible.

When Jesus Christ was living on the earth, he or-
ganized a Church and established His teachings among the
people. The things which Christ did were written and
have been preserved in records. Christ also chbse men
to assist Him in His work. These men were called Apostles.
They also received revelations the same as the Prophets
in the Old Testament. Therefore, they may also be called
Prophets. Their words and the revelations which they
received were also written down and preserved. The his-
tory of Christ and the writings of the Apostles have been
translated into many languages. They are known as the
New Testament and are also part of the Bible. Thus we
can see that God’s word to the Prophets and to the people
was written on scrolls When it was translated it became
known as the Bible, It is the witness of God and Jesus
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Christ which we spoke about in the previous lesson. From
this book we can discover the many laws of God and the
history of God’s work on the earth. From this book we

can learn to recognize and know God and what He wishes
us to do,

PROPHET LEHI BUILT A BOAT 600 B.C.

Although the Bible is a history only of the Children
of Israel and the last part of the Old Testament and the
entire New Testament is a history of the Tribe of Judah,
we have read that God will help people in every nation
if they will obey Him. Let us study about another group
of people who existed at this same time who also received
the word of God through their Prophets.

In the year 600 BC. a righteous man by the name
of Lehi, was warned that Jerusplem was going to be
destroyed. He was commanded by God to take his family
and leave Jerusalem and go into the wilderness. Lehi did
this and when the wicked city of Jerusalem was destroyed
he and his family were not harmed. While they were in
the wilderness, the Lord spoke to Lehi and his family.
They received many great revelations. When they reach-
ed the shores of the sea, God commanded them to build
a boat and cross the ocean. They obeyed God’s command
and were guided to the American continent where they
built a large nation. They were blessed by God in this
new land and propered very much,

JOSEPH

If we investigate the history of Lehi, we will find
that he was a descendent of Joseph. Joseph was also a
son of Jacob. He was the brother of Judah. When Jacob
blessed his twelve sons, he gave Joseph a special blessing
in which he said that the descendents of Joseph would be-
come a great nation in a new land. This blessing was
fulfilled when Lehi and his family, who were descendents
of Joseph, went to the American continent,
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ITWO GROUPS

After this group of people had been on the American
continent for several years and had become very pro-
sperous, a division arose between the sons of Lehi. The
two oldest sons were not willing to obey the words of their
father and they rebelled against the commandments of
God. Therefore God cursed them with a dark colored
skin. This was not a black skin like the negro, but was
a red-colored skin the same as the American Indian has
today. The two younger sons of Lehi followed their
Father’s words and obeyed God’s commandments and they
did not receive this dark skin. Because of this the
children of Lehi divided into two groups. Those who fol-
lowed the older sons and were cursed, were called Lama-
nites. This name was given because the oldest son was
named Laman. The other group of people were called
Nephites because they followed the younger son of Lehi
whose name was Nephi. Nephi and his followers were
very righteous people and received revelations from God
and angels visited them. After the death of Lehi and
Nephi, other Prophets were chosen by God to lead the
people. However, the Lamanites because of their wicked-
ness did not receive revelation from God.

GOD’S WORD WAS WRITTEN ON RECTANGULAR
SHEETS OF METAL REFERRED TO AS
GOLD PLATES

The words which the Prophets on the American con
tinent received from God and the revelations which were
received were also written down so that they would not
be lost. However, on the American continent the people
did not use scrolls as the people in Jerusalem used. The
people on tlie American continent recorded their history
on gold metal plates. These were in a rectangular shape
and the letters and words were engraved on the metal.
The metal sheets were then fastened together with metal
rings on one side and they appeared like a book of loose-
leaf papers. All of the history of the people and the
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work of God among them was recorded on these gold metal
plates. The people preserved these plates and referred
to them when they wished to study about God’s law and
His work on the earth,

JESUS CHRIST OTHER SHEEP:

JOHN 10:14-16

When Jesus Christ was in Jerusalem, He taught the
people His Gospel and established His Church among the
people. This was recorded in the New testament of the
Bible. The teachings of Christ to the people in Jerusalem
are recorded in the New Testament of the Bible, At one
time while Jesus was teaching the people in Jerusalem,
He told them that He would visit other people and teach
them the Gospel. He said, “I am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold and one
shepherd.” (John 10:14-16). It is clear that Christ said
He was going to visit other people, but who are these other
people? Christ at one time said, “I am nrot sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 15:24).
We therefore know that this people whom Christ was
going to visit must be of the Children of Israel. Where
in the world was there a group of people who were the
Children of Israel?

JESUS CHRIST: YOU ARE THE OTHER SHEEP

In the record of the Book of Mormon there is a history
of Jesus Christ visiting the people on the American con-
tinent. When He visited them He said, “Ye are they of
whom I said: ‘Other sheep I have which are not of this
fold ; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. (III Nephi
156:21). Christ fulfilled His promise to the people in Jeru-
salem when He visited the people on the American con-
tinent. He established His Church among them the same
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as He did in Jerusalem. He taught them the same Gospel
and gave them the same laws and ordinances. All these
things were recorded on the gold plates and were preserved
by the people for a record of their history.

THESE PLATES WERE TRANSLATED INTO
THE BOOK OF MORMON

All of these things which happened on the American
continent which were engraved on the gold plates were
translated and became known as the Book of Mormon.
Its hame was taken from one of the Prophets who helped
to keep the record of the inhabitants of the American
continent. His name was Mormon and therefore the book
is called by his name.

The Book of Mormon is the book which Isaiah pro-
phecied would come in the latter days to help the people
understand doctrine, (Isaiah 29:11-14, 24). It is the
means by which the Gospel will be given to all the world
as described by John in his vision of the “other angel fly
in the midst of heaven.” It is arother witness of God
and of Christ and of all their work on the earth.

EZEKIEL 37 :15-17

One of the Prophets of the Old Testament wrote
concerning these books which should be used in the last
days to teach the people about God. Let us read his words
and see if we can understand the importance of this great
event.

“The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying,
Moreover thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write
upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel, his
companions: then take another stick and write upon it,
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house
of Israel his companions. And join them one to another
into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand.”
(Ezekiel 37:15-17).
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STICK OF JUDAH

As we have discussed, the words of God to the Pro-
phets and the people in the Old Testament were recorded
on scrolls. These scrolls were rolled into cylinders and
were preserved that way. The Prophet Ezekiel referred
to this record as a “stick”. One of the “sticks” was to
be a history of Judah. Jf we read the Old Testament
carefully we will find that all the writings from the time
of the Prophet Ezekiel to the time of Christ was only
the history of Judah. The New Testament is also a his-
tory of Judah. We can therefore say that after this com-
mandment was given through the Prophet Ezekiel, the
only writings in the Bible were about the Tribe of Judah.
We may therefore say that the Bible is the “Stick of
Judah.” It is a history of the Tribe of Judah.

THE STICK OF JOSEPH

God also commanded that a history be written about
the Tribe of Joseph. This history is not included in the
Bible. The peopie of Joseph were taken captive before
the time of Ezekiel and there is no history of Joseph in
the Bible after Ezekiel received this commandment from
l()}od. The history of Joseph must be written in another

ook.

When Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mormon
he discovered that the people on the American continent
were descendents of Joseph. Lehi and his family were
part of the Children of Israel, and were the descendents
of Joseph and Their record can becalled “the stick of
Joseph.”

Today as a literal fulfillment of the prophecy of
Ezekiel, we have the written records of these two Tribes
in the form of the Book of Mormon and Bible. We can
in reality take these two witnesses of God and Jesus Christ
and make them one in our hand,
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How did the Prophet Joseph Smith receive the Book
of Mormon?

The Book of Mormon is a History of what continent?
How did the people who lived on this continent come
to live there? In what year did they go to this
continent ?

Who was Lehi a descendant of? The Book of
Morman is a record of the Lehi and his family and
their dealing with God. Does the Bible mention
anything about this record?

When Columbus discovered America there were
people already living there. @ Who were they and
where did they come from? Why did they have a
red skin?

When did Christ visit the American Continent?
When Christ made this visit to America what did
He do there?

What happen to the people living in America about
400 years after Christ’s visit?

Why were the white people destroyed?

The 'Prophet Moroni had the gold plates when he
lived upon the American continent. (400AD) What
did he do with them? Why?

The Book of Mormon is the word of God and is very
important. Why?
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